
Terminale OIB Cold War Documents - Marshall Plan & Containment 
 
 
A.  Speech by U.S. Secretary of State George C. Marshall, 5 June 1947: 
 
 ". . . It is logical that the United States should do whatever it is able to do 
to assist in the return of normal economic health in  the world, without which 
there can be no assured peace. Our policy is directed not against any country or 
doctrine but against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos. Its purpose should 
be the revival of a working economy in the world so as to permit the emergence 
of political and social conditions in which free institutions can exist. 
Furthermore, governments which seek to perpetuate human misery in order to 
profit therefrom politically or otherwise will encounter the opposition of the 
United States. . . " 
 
 
 
B  Article by George F. Kennan (U.S. State Department, author of 'Moscow 
Cable' or the Long Telegram Feb. 1946), "The Sources of Soviet Conduct"  July 
1947. First appeared unsigned and so was known as the "Mr. X Article." 
 
 ". . . It must invariably be assumed in Moscow that the aims of the 
capitalist world are antagonistic to the Soviet regime. .  . . This means that we 
are going to continue for a long time to find the Russians difficult to deal with. 
In these circumstances it is clear that the main element of any United States 
policy toward the Soviet Union must be that of a long-term, patient but firm and 
vigilent containment of Russian expansive tendencies. . . . It will be clearly seen 
that the Soviet pressure against free institutions of the western world is 
something that can be contained by the adroit and vigilent application of 
counter-force at a series of constantly shifting geographical and political points, 
corresponding to the shifts and maneuvers of Soviet policy. . . ." 
 
 
 
1. To which "country or doctrine" would Marshall be refering? 
2. What is the immediate goal of the Marshall Plan? 
3. What long-term consequences would result ? 
4. According to Kennan, why will the Russians be difficult to deal with? 
5. How does he propose to deal with them? 
6. How could Kennan's article and the Marshall Plan be seen as complementary? 
7. How do the documents reflect the emerging cold war? 
8. To what extent did they contribute to it? 
 
 
 
With reference to the Kennan Document, how did events in Germany, Greece, 
Turkey, and in Eastern Europe generally between 1945 and 1949 provide 
opportunities for the U.S. to apply the policy of Containment? 


